July 2008 August 2008
Friday 4th .. ...... Independence Day Monday 4th ........... Stated Meeting
Happy Birthday America! Dinner..................... 6:00 PM
Fly Old Glory Meeting.................... 7:30 PM
Monday 7th .. ......... Stated Meeting Monday 11th....... Temple Association
Dinner..................... 6:00 PM Meeting.................... 6:30 PM
Meeting.................... 7:30 PM
Monday 14th....... Temple Association Monday 18th. .. ............. Practice
Meeting.................... 6:30 PM Meeting.................... 7:30 PM
Saturday 19th .. .. Pass It On Program
First Annual Softball Game Monday 25th . .. ............. Practice
Story Park in Alhambra Meeting.................... 7:30 PM
Monday 21th................ Practice
Meeting.................... 7:30 PM
Monday 28th . ............... Practice
Meeting.................... 7:30 PM
Salad
Baby Back Ribs _ '@'
Baked Beans W\
= -
J 2)
Corn on the Cob & Cole Slow —
Dessert
Chicken Served by RequestOnly . . .. ... Call6 26 253-3471
No later than Friday before Stated Meeting
Notify Servers
8

The Master's Message July 2008

Summer is in full swing and so are we. Our softball
game is Saturday, July 19Th at 10 am and it is THE
BUZZ about the districts. 8 Lodges will be in atten-
dance and 4 will have teams participating in the
tournament. This a Family event so prizes, games,
magic and face painting are scheduled for our chil-
dren. LOTS of FOOD to partake in and best of all
Fellowship. Come and meet our newest (and youngest) members and
their families. Come and meet guys from the 334Th and 336Th dis-
tricts, heck | don't even know them all.

We have degrees scheduled for August and new applicants almost
monthly. What more can we ask for?

The following is a tentative list of events to close out our 2008 Masonic
Year: A Dodger Game in August, Constitutional Observance BBQ in
September, a Halloween Haunted House in October (big maybe), and
Fancy Shmancy dinner in November, capped off by a Food and Fund-
raising event for the Midnight Mission during Thanksgiving.

We have a vibrant line of Officers for 2009 preparing their proficiency
examinations and the strong leadership of John Acosta to take us into
tomorrow. Alhambra Lodge #322 is truly blessed with a bright future
under their leadership.

| just received an email from a brother that | would like to share with
you all.

"Hugo Lara. how are you worshipful Master? | know your probably
wondering who this is? You know who | am, because I'm one of

your brothers, R---. | haven't forgotten you. Even though | have been
absent through these three Mondays to perform my work in the Lodge,
I haven't forgotten you and every other brethren in the lodge. One rea-
son I'm writing this e-mail is because ever since | have discover the
light, Worshipful with your help and the help of our Sr. warden, | have
learned to be a different person and view my life in a different perspec-
tive way and it has not been the same ever since, I'm a different person
with all my family and friends, and its not easy!!"

"But that is not why | m writing you this letter, | just came back from a
long trip, a trip from my vacation to witch | have travel to a part of the
world in Mexico, were | encountered many different people and places
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but specially many Masonic symbols in the Pyramids of Teotihuacan
and specially a city named Pachuca, where | saw an obelisk of Egyp-
tian origin with Masonic symbols. (if you were

to opened Attached mail, you will see) I tried to

obtain information about it, but no one could

explain to me.. Till I went and asked old gentle-

man, who was about 80 years old and lived in

the area, he explained to me that this monu-

ment was placed here by English miners who

were sent here in the year 1910. Miners who

were looking for silver and gold and brought to

this Country and City, Masonic teachings

and light and were they build many Old his-

torical houses and Buildings, and when they

returned to England they took back with them the game of soccer and
introduced it throughout Europe, Can you believe this!!!"

If this isn't Freemasonry, then | don't know what is..

Every time | think of the Fourth of July, | am reminded of our forefa-
thers, many of them Freemasons of course, and think of how they
changed the course of human history and helped shape the future of
our beautiful country. I am continually reminded of their courage in the
face tyranny, and their vision of a better tomorrow at a time when all
hope seemed lost.

Many of us became masons because of these men and were inspired
to be, by the fraternity, somehow associated with them. What can | say
to express how great they really were?

Then it dawns on me...

Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery.

Happy Birthday our Great Nation, The United States of America, and
Happy Fourth of July to all

Finally, Alhambra lodge invites everyone to all of our practices every
Monday as well as, and especially ,degrees, and to refreshments after-
wards... yes, even practices.

Fraternally,

2 Hugo Lara, Master

From the South
Sometimes | don't have answers

It's a nice feeling really, that there is a part of the hu-
man experience that is to me, still unexplored. | take it
as a message that there is still a mystery to be solved,
a new place for my mind to wander.

When | was younger, | would look for answers, | wanted to know why
things are the way that they are. At first | looked to science; it told me
why the sky is blue, how the birds flew, how sunlight, water and dirt
managed to transform into carrots and other amazing edible things.
There are a lot of good answers in science.

As | matured, | came across questions that hard science seemed ill-
equipped to answer: Who am I? What is my purpose? Did | exist before
| was born? What will happen to me after | die?

When | matured further | began to wonder about things that are more
down to earth: Why are there wars? Why do some people go hungry?
Why are some weak and others strong? How do Presidents get
elected?

As | write this, | am wondering about the workings of my own heart:
Why does love hurt? Why do | build, knowing that one day it will be
gone? What are the instincts that drive me? When is duty more impor-
tant than feelings?

A. Herrera,. J. W.

Early Chinese Philosophy

In China the implements of architecture were used in a system of moral
philosophy at a very early date. Mencius, who wrote about 300 B.C.,
said: "A master Mason, in teaching his apprentices, makes use of the
compasses and the square.

Ye who are engaged in the pursuit of Wisdom, must also make use of
the compasses and the square.”

In a book called Great Learning, 500 B.C., we find that "A man should
abstain from doing unto others what he would not they should do unto
him; and this is called the principle of acting on the square."




From the Secretary’s table
Brethren:
The month of July is here and many of you will be
taking your summer vacations . | myself will be leaving
for the Midwest and will be gone for most of the month
If you need some assistance from the secretary's office you can con-
tact Brother Alex Navarro our assistant secretary. His phone number is
(626) 282-7481. He will be more than happy to assist you.
June was a very busy month for our Lodge. We passed two members
to the Fellow Craft degree and | believe we will be doing a third degree
very soon. | will miss the Trestle board cutoff date for August so | will
have a lot to say in September.
Be safe and enjoy the summer.
Fraternally,

Dave

Alhambra Lodge Events Scheduled for the 2008

July - 1st annual Bar-B-Que/ Softball game and layman's day July 19th,
2008 1:00 am to 3pm

August -Dodger Game TBD
September - Constitutional Observance and Pomona TBD
Octaober - 50 year pin presentation

October 25th, 2008

November - Fund Raiser and Toy drive for Scottish Rite November
22nd, 2008 @ 8am

From the West

I truly hope this message finds you well and in good spirits.
This month, I'd like to share a piece from “Old Tyler Talks”

a very entertaining Masonic publication. Be well, stay cool

this summer & please join us for our lodge events!

What Is Masonry?

I've been a Mason six months now and | ought to know something about Ma-
sonry. But there are more secrets in the fraternity | don't know than those |
have been told!" The New Brother was puzzled. The Old Tiler laid down his
sword, picked up a half-smoked cigar and lit it, and settled back in his chair.
"Get it out of your system," he invited.

"Is Masonry a religion," continued the New Brother, "or a system of philosophy,
or a childish getting together of men who like to play politics and wear titles? |
have heard it called all three. Sometimes | think it's one and sometimes the
other. What do you think?"

"It isn't a childish getting together for the love of titles and honors," answered
the Old Tiler. "Men would soon' invent a much better organization for the satis-
faction of such purposes. In fact, he has invented better ones. Men who want to
play politics and be called the Grand High Cockalorum of the Exalted Central
Chamber of the Secret Sanctorum can join these. If Masonry were nothing but
play, it wouldn't live, and living, grow.

"Masonry isn't a religion. A religion, as | see it, is a belief in a deity and a
means of expressing worship. Masonry recognizes Deity, and proceeds only
after asking divine guidance. But it does not specify any particular deity. You
can worship any God You Please and be a Mason. That is not true of any relig-
ion. If you are a Buddhist, you worship Buddha. If a Christian, Christ is your
Deity. If you are a Mohammedan you are a worshipper of Allah. In Masonry you
will find Christian, Jew, Mohammedan and Buddhist side by side.

"Masonry has been called a system of philosophy, but that is a confining defini-
tion. | don't think Masonry has ever been truly defined." "Or God," put in the
New Brother.

"Exactly. A witty Frenchman, asked if he believed in God, replied, 'Before | an-
swer, you must tell me your definition of God. And when you tell me, | will an-
swer you, no, because a God defined is a God limited, and a limited God is no
God."' Masonry is something like that; it is brotherhood, unlimited, and when
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you limit it by defining it you make it something it isn't." "Deep stuff I" com-
mented the New Brother. "Masonry is 'deep stuff," answered the Old Tiler. "It 's
so deep no man has ever found the bottom. Perhaps that is its greatest charm;
you can go as far as you like and still not see the limit. The fascination of as-
tronomy is the limitlessness of the field. No telescope has seen to the edge of
the universe. The fascination of Masonry is that it has no limits. The human
heart has no limit in depth and that which appeals most to the human heart
cannot have a limit."

"But that makes it so hard to understand!" sighed the New Brother.

"Isn't it the better for being difficult of comprehension?" asked the OId Tiler. "A
few days ago | heard an eminent divine and Mason make an inspiring talk. |
hear a lot of talks; nine-tenths are empty words with a pale tallow-dip gleam of
a faint idea somewhere in them. So when a real talker lets the full radiance of a
whole idea shine on an audience, he is something to be remembered. This
speaker quoted a wonderful poem, by William Herbert Carruth. | asked him to
send it to me, and he did; please note, this busy man, president of a university,
and with a thousand things to do, didn't forget the request of a brother he never

saw before!”
n
The Old Tiler put his hand in his pocket and took out a much-thumbed piece of l # $
paper. "Listen, you," he said, "till | read you just one verse of it: 'A picket frozen 0 .
on duty; A mother, starved for her brood; Socrates' 4rinking the hemlock, And A) & & (

Jesus on the rood; And millions who, humble and nameless, The straight hard
pathway plod; Some call it consecration And others call it God.' The New

Brother said nothing, held silent by the beauty of the lines. "l am no poet,” con- L ) * " 1
tinued the OId Tiler, "and | know this isn't very fitting, but | wrote something to
tg?guv;iéh those verses, just to read to brothers like you."Shyly the Old Tiler con- % ! & "oy !

"Many men, banded together Standing where Hiram stood; Hand to back of
the falling, Helping in brotherhood. Wise man, doctor, lawyer, Poor man, man S B =
of the hod, Many call it Masonry And others call it God."

"I don't think it makes much difference what we call it, do you?" asked the New " " ,
Brother. y # -

]
Fraternally yours, . &

John Acosta, Senior Warden




